
CAMERA DEPARTMENT 
FREELANCE GOING RATES

 
April 2009

The tables below show recommended GOING RATES by grade and type of production.

These Going Rates are based on information provided by union members, as approved by the 
Camera Branch. BECTU recommends that you accept no less.

The Rates refer to labour only. They do not include any element of kit hire.

There is still confusion about holiday pay, and about the distinction between “basic” rates 
which exclude holiday pay, and “rolled up” rates which include holiday pay.
Employers usually quote “rolled up” rates. This is bad practice, and in principle is unlawful, 
but it usually happens. 
In the tables the “rolled up” rate including holiday pay is therefore shown first in bold, 
followed by the underlying “basic” rate excluding holiday pay in brackets. This assumes that 
NO paid holiday is taken during the course of the contract. On this basis, with effect from 
April 2009, holiday pay should be equivalent to 12.1% of the basic rate. 

TV Drama

Clapper Loader / 2nd 

Assistant
Focus Puller / 1st 

Assistant
Script Supervisor Camera Operator

Going rate for a 10 
hour day:
£214
(£191)

Going rate for a 5-
day 50 hour week:
£960
(£856)

Going rate for a 10 
hour day:
£267
(£238)

Going rate for a 5-
day 50 hour week:
£1279
(£1141)

Going rate for a 5-
day 50 hour week:
£1279
(£1141)

Going rate for a 10 
hour day:
£309
(£276)

Going rate for a 5-
day 50 hour week:
£1492
(£1331)

TV Factual/
documentary

Camera Assistant Camera Operator Lighting Camera DoP

Going rate for a 10 
hour day:
£240
(£214)

Going rate for a 10 
hour day:
£319
(£285)

Going rate for a 10 
hour day:
£373
(£333)

Going rate for a 10 
hour day:
£426
(£380)



TV News

Camera Operator Camera Operator

Going rate for a 10-
hour day:
£254
(£227)

Going rate for a 12-
hour day:
£305
(£272)

Low budget feature film

Clapper Loader / 2nd 

Assistant
Focus Puller / 1st 

Assistant
Script Supervisor Camera Operator

Going rate for a 5-
day 60-hour week:
£1055
(£941)

Going rate for a 5-
day 60-hour week:
£1599
(£1426)

Going rate for a 5-
day 60-hour week:
£1599
(£1426)

Going rate for a 5-
day 60-hour week:
£1864
(£1663)

Major feature film

Clapper Loader / 2nd 

Assistant
Focus Puller / 1st 

Assistant
Script Supervisor Camera Operator

Going rate for a 5-
day 60-hour week:
£1198
(£1069)

Going rate for a 5-
day 60-hour week:
£1919
(£1712)

Going rate for a 5-
day 60-hour week:
£1919
(£1712)

Going rate for a 5-
day 60-hour week:
£2238
(£1996)

Commercials

Clapper Loader / 
2nd Assistant

Focus Puller / 1st 

Assistant
Script Supervisor Camera 

Operator
Lighting 
Camera/DoP

Going rate for a 
10 hour day:
£305 
(£272)

Going rate for a 
10 hour day:
£397 
(£354)

Going rate for a 
10 hour day:
£397 
(£354)

Going rate for a 
10 hour day:
£456 
(£407)

Going rate for a 
10 hour day:
£1144 
(£994)
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